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Overcoming adversity with perseverance

The past year saw PolyU and the wider Hong Kong
community encounter tough challenges, including a
socio-political impasse during most of 2019, the threat
of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as an uncertain
global economic environment.

As Council Chairman of PolyU, | have been working closely
with the management team of the University on the central
issues concerning university governance, especially during
the prolonged social turmoil that had a profound impact on

the local community, as well as on universities in Hong Kong.

The unrest affected PolyU particularly severely during the
two-week long occupation of our campus in November last
year. This was a time when a true sense of solidarity and

resilience was required from every member of the University.
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The campus incident was ultimately resolved by the end of
November. The University commenced repair and recovery
work immediately after the incident ended, spending
considerable effort over several months to restore the
campus. We were delighted that we could resume face-to-
face classes in January this year, before converting to online
classes ora hybrid mode due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

We were most grateful that, during this tumultuous time,
our dedicated staff members and other caring members of
our society coordinated their efforts to brave the storm, with
our primary goals being to ensure the personal safety of all
involved and to achieve a peaceful and humane resolution
to the campus crisis. It was a great relief that this was
eventually resolved. | take this opportunity to extend our
sincere gratitude to you for your kind thoughts and support
for our University at that critical time.

We strongly believe that a stable and harmonious
atmosphere is essential to advancing the well-being and
progress of the younger generation. We sincerely hope that
members of our community will set aside their differences,
find common ground and stand united.
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PolyU researchers illustrate to Council
Chairman Dr Lam Tai-fai (right) and
President Professor Jin-Guang Teng
(middle) how the team designed and
produced 3D-printed eye shields and
face shields to meet the imminent need
for protective gear among medical
professionals during the pandemic.
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Supporting the development of our Nation

Hong Kong is part of China; as Hong Kong people, we are
also Chinese nationals. Our country is growing rapidly,
bringing countless development opportunities to Hong Kong
and our young people.

As a member of the higher education sector, PolyU is
committed to contributing to the development of our country
in various ways. For instance, we were the only institution in
Hong Kong selected for participating in the Nation's historic
Chang'e 5 lunar sampling mission recently. PolyU's Professor
Yung Kai-leung and the team at the PolyU Industrial Centre
developed and manufactured the surface sampling and
packing system, two heat-resistant nearfield cameras for
vision guidance during sample acquisition, and a packaging
and sealing system to seal the samples in a container. These
are some of the most critical components of the Chang'e 5
mission. We will continue to leverage our research expertise

to support the growth of our Nation.
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PolyU holds a flag-raising ceremony on campus in commemoration of the 71st anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic of China.
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In addition to our scientific and technological research
competence, we see it as our role to nurture future-ready
leaders who will constructively contribute to Hong Kong and
our Nation. We aspire to develop leaders who not only exhibit
professional excellence, but also have an appreciation for
cultural diversity, possess a broad international perspective
and have a strong sense of nationalidentity. To that end, PolyU
will continue to bolster knowledge on cultural diversity through
cultural exchange programmes and strengthen the awareness
of nationalidentity and the understanding of the development
of our country amongst our students through our curriculum.
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PolyU scientists introduce the space instruments developed for the
Nation's first lunar sample return mission at a press conference.
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The PolyU-developed system accomplished the tasks of automatic sample
collection and packaging on the lunar surface.
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Embracing GBA opportunities
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PolyU Council and Court
members, senior management,
deans and department heads,
staff and students attend the
flag-raising ceremony held on
campus on National Day.
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Over the next decade, Hong Kong will capitalise on the
opportunities brought about by the development of the
Greater Bay Area (GBA) in many different fields, including
innovation and technology, financial services, transportation
and logistics, education, and youth development. PolyU

is eager to leverage these exciting opportunities, and will
explore and co-create initiatives with our existing partners
and potential collaborators in GBA cities, in areas such as
offering joint education programmes, student exchange
programmes, scientific research collaborations and
professional training.
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Jointly established by PolyU and Shenzhen University, the Greater Bay Area International Institute for Innovations
actively promotes innovation and entrepreneurship. The Institute organised the Shenzhen-Hong Kong Start-up
Internship « Immersion Programme last year, in which more than 70 students from all over the world participated.
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We have already been facilitating our students in developing LEoh - REES TTIEERERT 8 AMAE
their careers in the GBA cities through our Job Recommendation  BEIFZ AT E R 7B 2L E SR I 3

Scheme and The Greater Bay Area International Institute REE - ZB2RHEARIRYIAL1R2018
for Innovations, which was jointly established by PolyU and FEM  E—EAFEARMEIINESR
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Shenzhen University in 2018 as a platform to provide training
and internship opportunities for young people.
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Advancing university development through
new government initiatives

The 2020 Policy Address was delivered by the HKSAR Chief EBFNTRETHREERSFIIAT
Executive in late November this year. We very much welcome 82X 7 (2020F i EERS) - ¥R E S
the initiatives announced for the higher education sector. e BT NIE - HEARFRED
In particular, we look forward to reaping the benefits of SR BMAEREES MELAIREZA
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elevate our research and teaching endeavours in emerging
technologies, such as life science, materials science, data

science, artificial intelligence and robotics.

Moreover, as previously mentioned, we have been helping
our students to establish careers in the GBA, and we expect
the “Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme” and the
"Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the Greater
Bay Area”, announced in the Policy Address, to provide a
fresh impetus and incentive for young people to develop
their careers in the GBA.
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INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP 2019
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Overall, the Policy Address contained many encouraging
measures for advancing university education in Hong

Kong and for the robust development of the city in general,
reflecting the government'’s determination to put Hong Kong
back onto the right track and ensure the city’s continued
growth and success.

Moving forward with our mission

As a leading higher education institution in Hong Kong, we
will spare no effort and remain steadfast in our commitment
toinspire our young people to develop positive personality
traits and social values, as well as to strive for excellence in
their respective fields. In the years to come, we will join hands
with every sector of the community to continue our mission of
creating a better society through education and research.

Thank you for all of your support!

Dr Lam Tai-fai, SBS, JP
Chairman of Council
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